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The Utah State Board of Education, in January of 
1984, established policy requiring the identification 
of specific core standards to be met by all K–12 
students in order to graduate from Utah’s secondary 
schools. The Utah State Board of Education regularly 
updates the Utah Core Standards, while parents, 
teachers, and local school boards continue to control 
the curriculum choices that reflect local values.

The Utah Core Standards are aligned to scientifically 
based content standards. They drive high quality 
instruction through statewide comprehensive 
expectations for all students. The standards outline 
essential knowledge, concepts, and skills to be 
mastered at each grade level or within a critical 
content area. The standards provide a foundation for 
ensuring learning within the classroom.
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Introduction
The school library program is critical to students' academic and personal success. The neces-
sary skills for college and career ready students include literacy in a wide range of digital, vi-
sual, and textual formats. Effective school library media programs enable students to develop 
critical thinking skills to access, evaluate, synthesize, and apply information; make informed 
decisions; build a knowledge base; and value reading.

These Utah Standards for Library Media were created by certified teacher librarians to sup-
port the integration of information literacy and media skills across the curriculum. They are 
intended to be taught, not in isolation, but in collaboration with classroom teachers. This col-
laboration will deepen student learning, foster independent reading, develop reading stami-
na, build task resiliency, strengthen text-dependent writing, and increase the students’ infor-
mation literacy. The standards are organized into three clusters:

1.	 Reading Engagement

2.	 Research and Information

3.	 Media Literacy 

Informative handouts, tutorials, and implementation tools are available through the Utah 
State Office of Education website at http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/library/Core/K5.aspx 
and the Utah Education Network. For example, a scope and sequence is available to support 
implementation of the standards across the K–5 continuum. 
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Reading Engagement
Reading engagement is a foundational skill for learning, personal growth, and enjoyment. The 
degree to which students can read and understand text in all formats and all contexts is a key 
indicator of success in school and in life.  The goal is to actively promote reading and provide 
equitable access to literary and informational texts in a variety of subjects, genres, and for-
mats.  The standards facilitate the acquisition of tools, knowledge and skills to allow every stu-
dent to read for interpretation and the development of new understandings. 

Strand 1: READING FOR INTELLECTUAL, PERSONAL, AND EMOTIONAL GROWTH

�� Standard 1: 	 Establish reading behaviors for lifelong learning and growth.

a.	 Select texts from a variety of formats and genres to read for enjoyment, 
acquire knowledge, and answer questions.

b.	 Gain understanding and make connections while reading and interacting 
with text.

c.	 Demonstrate perseverance and stamina when reading or listening to a 
variety of texts.

d.	 Listen to, view, read, and integrate information to build a knowledge base. 

�� Standard 2: 	 Differentiate between literature (fiction) and informational (nonfiction) text.

a.	 Categorize text as literary or informational. 

b.	 Use selection criteria (e.g., interest, content) when choosing materials for 
a defined purpose.

Strand 2:	  MEANING OF TEXT THROUGH FORMAT AND TEXT FEATURES 

�� Standard 1: 	 Demonstrate knowledge of the physical features (e.g., cover, spine, title page, 
cursor, scroll bar) of reading materials, both electronic and print. 

�� Standard 2: 	 Read, view, and listen for information presented in a variety of formats (e.g., 
textual, visual, media). 

�� Standard 3: 	 Identify the elements of story. 

�� Standard 4: 	 Identify the roles, tools, and purposes of authors, illustrators, and other con-
tributors to a text. 
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Strand 3: 	 LIBRARY PURPOSE AND FUNCTION

�� Standard 1: 	 Exhibit library etiquette.

�� Standard 2: 	 Understand the library layout, the library classification system, and the circu-
lation process.

�� Standard 3: 	 Contribute to a reading and learning community, including recommending 
reading materials to peers and respecting others' reading choices. 

�� Standard 4: 	 Make use of personal, community, and global libraries, both physical and 
electronic. 
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Information and Research
Through engagement in the research process, students will apply critical thinking skills (e.g., 
analysis, evaluation, organization, synthesis) to draw conclusions and construct new under-
standings. Additionally, students will engage in research processes (e.g., inquiry-based, infor-
mation problem solving). Such experiences will develop student self-confidence in solving 
problems in an environment where information resources and technologies are increasingly 
complex. 

Strand 4: 	 DEFINING AN INFORMATION PROBLEM AND IDENTIFYING 
INFORMATION NEEDED

�� Standard 1: 	 Define an information problem.

a.	 Analyze the task to identify the information problem.

b.	 Seek clarification from teachers and others.

c.	 Select and narrow (or broaden) topics into a manageable focus.

d.	 Conceptualize the form of the final product based on target audience and 
criteria for evaluation.

�� Standard 2: 	 Identify the information needed.

a.	 Analyze the task and information needed. 

b.	 Generate essential questions for new understanding and to guide inquiry.

c.	 Select, narrow (or broaden) keywords and phrases in search terms.

Strand 5: 	 IDENTIFYING, EVALUATING, AND SELECTING SOURCES

�� Standard 1: 	 Identify information sources (e.g., texts, places, people).

�� Standard 2: 	 Evaluate and select sources based on predetermined criteria (e.g., relevancy, 
currency, credibility).

Strand 6: 	 LOCATING SOURCES AND ACCESSING INFORMATION

�� Standard 1: 	 Locate identified sources.

a.	 Demonstrate how to navigate library catalogs, the Internet, and 
databases.
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b.	 Apply effective location skills, asking for help as needed.

c.	 Revise and focus search as necessary to yield more effective results. 

�� Standard 2: 	 Access information within sources by using relevant tools (e.g., table of con-
tents, indexes, keyword searches, sidebars, related subjects).

Strand 7: 	 ENGAGING WITH AND EXTRACTING INFORMATION

�� Standard 1: 	 Engage with information by reading, listening, and viewing sources in a vari-
ety of formats.

a.	 Use questions to guide reading, listening, and viewing of sources while 
building connections between prior knowledge and new information. 

b.	 Analyze and make sense of information (e.g., identifying main ideas, 
supporting details, bias, point of view, misconceptions, conflicting 
information). 

�� Standard 2: 	 Select, extract, and record information that addresses the information prob-
lem, answers guiding questions, and meets evaluation criteria.

a.	 Apply critical thinking skills to evaluate and select information in terms of 
relevancy, currency, and credibility, including fact and opinion, bias, preju-
dice, and propaganda.

b.	 Validate and compare information in sources, noting differences, contra-
dictions, types of data or research methods.

c.	 Use a variety of note-taking strategies, including summarizing and para-
phrasing, while noting sources. 

d.	 Monitor gathered information for gaps and weaknesses and modify ques-
tions, sources or strategies as needed to elicit adequate information. 

Strand 8: 	 ORGANIZING, SYNTHESIZING, AND PRESENTING INFORMATION

�� Standard 1: 	 Organize information from multiple sources.

a.	 Organize, evaluate, and synthesize selected information to support 
conclusions.

b.	 Select the format of the learning product for the designated audience, 
and use technology or other tools to integrate, organize, and present in-
formation from multiple sources.

c.	 Follow ethical and legal guidelines in using and citing information to 
avoid plagiarism and copyright violations. 

d.	 Apply evaluation criteria to create, revise, and finalize the learning 
product.
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e.	 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, make decisions, create prod-
ucts, and peer edit as appropriate. 

�� Standard 2: 	 Present a learning product using a variety of presentation techniques (e.g., 
writing, speaking, media) to communicate new understandings. 

Strand 9: 	 EVALUATING THE PROCESS AND PRODUCT

�� Standard 1: 	 Evaluate the execution of the product for efficacy and quality, and identify 
areas needing improvement to determine how to proceed in the future. 

a.	 Assess the product based on pre-established evaluation criteria.  

b.	 Reflect upon how the product could be improved or modified. 

c.	 Solicit, reflect, and act upon peer reviews and teacher comments about 
the product.

�� Standard 2: 	 Identify areas of the processes that were successfully executed, as well as 
those needing improvement, to determine how to proceed in the future.

a.	 Reflect upon how the process could be improved or modified.

b.	 Reflect upon and describe the level of personal satisfaction with the pro-
cess and product.

c.	 Identify areas of personal growth, technology, and time management 
skills, including the ability to collaborate.
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Media Literacy
Media literacy is the competent application of literacy skills to media and technology messag-
es. Its goal is to help students develop the habits of inquiry and skills of expression that they 
need to be critical thinkers, effective communicators, and active, digital citizens in today’s 
world. By learning the standards and objectives, students will acquire an understanding of 
the elements, construction, and potential impact of media messages while learning to make 
informed choices in the use of media. Through collaboration with classroom teachers, these 
standards can be integrated into curricular units throughout a wide range of subjects to en-
sure students are equipped with these essential 21st century skills.  

Strand 10: 	 AWARENESS, MODERN CITIZENSHIP, AND INFORMED DECISION MAKING 

�� Standard 1: 	 Define basic terms and concepts of media.

�� Standard 2: 	 Recognize that media messages are intentionally constructed. 

�� Standard 3: 	 Recognize that people experience the same message differently.  

�� Standard 4: 	 Understand how the use of media can broaden experiences throughout life. 

�� Standard 5: 	 Identify and explain the rights and responsibilities with respect to media and 
digital citizenship.

Strand 11: 	 ANALYZING, QUESTIONING, AND THINKING CRITICALLY

�� Standard 1: 	 Analyze techniques used to construct media messages.

�� Standard 2: 	 Analyze the impact of media messages on a receiver.

Strand 12: 	 EVALUATING ELEMENTS

��   Standard 1: 	Evaluate media messages for accuracy, authenticity, relevance, and source 
authority.

�� Standard 2: 	 Evaluate and select media for personal and educational use.
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Strand 13: 	 PRODUCING AND PRESENTING 

�� Standard 1: 	 Identify messages for presentation, using a multi-step process, by determin-
ing intent, content, audience, and length.

�� Standard 2: 	 Develop and apply criteria for quality media productions.

�� Standard 3: 	 Create, present, and evaluate the final product.

Strand 14: 	 DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

�� Standard 1: 	 Understand and practice safe and responsible use of information and 
technology.

�� Standard 2: 	 Identify issues with and consequences of misusing media.



inside
back

cover



Utah EducationSTATE
OFFICE

of 

Utah State Office of Education
250 East 500 South  

P.O. Box 144200
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200 

Brad C. Smith
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

www.schools.utah.gov


