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HUMANITIES Supplemental Standards for English Language Arts 

HUMANITIES
INTRODUCTION

The Humanities focus on how people make meaning of their experiences as humans. It integrates 
the study of history, literature, language, philosophy, the visual arts, theater, dance, and music to 
answer the enduring questions about humanity. Students will develop their creative abilities and 
critical thinking and communication skills through evaluating and analyzing exemplary works and 
artifacts as a means of inspiring continued expressions in answering these questions. 
Humanities is an applied or advanced course that may be used to fulfill up to one credit of the 
English Language Arts graduation requirement. These standards align with the Utah Core Standards 
for English Language Arts.

Strand 1: Human Nature:  Students will explore what it means to be human throughout time by
 studying the physical, social, aesthetic, and spiritual aspects of human nature. 

 � Standard 1.1:  Analyze the interrelationships of religion, morals, ethics, and aesthetics 
present in the world’s societies.

 � Standard 1.2:  Examine exemplary works and artifacts as a means of expressing 
information, thoughts, and ideals within various cultures, places, and time 
periods.

 � Standard 1.3:  Evaluate exemplary works and artifacts’ use of elements of form including 
literary or artistic elements to express aspects of human nature.

Strand 2: Human Roles & Behavior:  Students will examine how humans have elevated ideas, 
customs, and social behaviors in societies through the cultivation and refinement of
literature, language, philosophy, fine arts, and performing arts throughout history.

 � Standard 2.1:  Examine how the innate desire for purpose, meaning, and fulfillment 
have motivated individuals to create exemplary works that express 
information, thoughts, and ideals within various cultures, places, and time 
periods.

 � Standard 2.2:  Examine exemplary works and artifacts as a means of expressing 
information, thoughts, and ideals within various cultures, places, and time 
periods.

 � Standard 2.3:  Identify and evaluate potential aspects of motivation and inspiration in 
the production of exemplary works and artifacts.
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Strand 3: Human Ideals:  Students will examine the human need for discovering and expressing
 human ideals, for example, truth, love, joy, beauty, respect, or liberty, within various 
cultures, places, and time periods.

 � Standard 3.1:  Compare human ideals as defined by different cultures, places, and time 
periods.

 � Standard 3.2:  Analyze exemplary works and artifacts as a means of discovering and 
expressing human ideals within various cultures, places, and time periods.

 � Standard 3.3:  Evaluate exemplary works’ and artifacts’ use of elements of form to 
express human ideals within various cultures, places, and time periods.
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